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Research Behind the Core Values 

Experiential learning methods, like service-learning & problem-based 
learning, are linked to positive gains in students’ attitudes toward self, 
attitudes toward school & learning, academic performance, creativity, civic 
engagement, and social skills.1 These learning methods are especially 
impactful for students in urban, low socioeconomic status, & majority 
nonwhite schools.2 

POSITIVE CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Multiculturally competent staff demonstrate more empathy & promote 
positive classroom climates, humor, leadership skills, and healthy social 
abilities among students from diverse backgrounds.3 Similarly, trauma-
informed practices in schools decrease the effects of traumatic stress & 
increase GPAs among students experiencing traumatic or toxic stress.4 

SHARED POWER 

DIRECT ACCESS TO FIELD EXPERIENCES & 
INDIVIDUALIZED LEARING 

COMMUNITY FIRST 

Schools’ collaborative leadership practices promote sustainable school 
improvement efforts, improve classroom instruction, & positively 
influence student learning outcomes.5 

When students participate in direct field experiences, they develop 
applied problem-solving skills & an understanding of local culture 
while identifying neighborhood issues & enacting real-life solutions.6   

Students benefit academically when communities and families engage 
with schools.7 Communities also benefit when schools build reciprocal 
relationships with community-based organizations through innovative 
education programs like service-learning.8 



 

 

1 Celio, C.I., Durlak, J., & Dymnicki, A. (2011). A meta-analysis of the impact of service-learning on 

students. Journal of Experiential Education, 34(2), 164-181. doi: 10.5193/JEE34.2.164 

 Saunders-Stewart, K.S., Gyles, P.D.T., & Shore, B.M. (2012). Student outcomes in inquiry 

instruction: A literature-derived inventory. Journal of Advanced Academics, 23(1), 5-31. doi: 
10.1177/1932202X11429860 

2 Scales, P.C., Roehlkepartain, E.C., Neal, M., Kielsmeier, J.C., & Benson, P.L. (2006). Reducing 

academic achievement gaps: The role of community service and service-learning. Journal of 

Experiential Education, 29(1), 38-60.  

3 Cartledge, G. & Kourea, L. (2008). Culturally responsive classrooms for culturally diverse students 

with and at risk for disabilities. Council for Exceptional Children, 74(3), 351-371. 

4 Ko, S. J., Kassam-Adams, N., Wilson, C., Ford, J.D., Berkowitz, S. J., & Wong, M. (2008). Creating 
trauma-informed systems: Child welfare, education, first responders, health care, juvenile justice. 

Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 39(4), 396-404. doi: 10.1037/0735-7028.39.4_396 

5 Oakes, J., Maier, A., & Daniel, J. (2017). Community schools: An evidence-based strategy for 

equitable school improvement. National Education Policy Center/Learning Policy Institute. Retrieved from 
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-
files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf 

6 Smith, G.A. (2002). Place-based education: Learning to be where we are. Phi Delta Kappan, 83(8), 584-
594. 

7 Oakes, J., Maier, A., & Daniel, J. (2017). Community schools: An evidence-based strategy for 
equitable school improvement. National Education Policy Center/Learning Policy Institute. 
Retrieved from https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-
files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf 

8 Geller, J.D., Zuckerman, N., & Seidel, A. (2016). Service-learning as a catalyst for community 

development: How do community partners benefit from service-learning? Education and Urban Society, 

48(2). 151-175. doi: 10.1177/0013124512514773 

 

  

REFERENCES 

 

www.engagement.uconn.edu 

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Community_Schools_Evidence_Based_Strategy_BRIEF.pdf

